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The Life of Lawrence Burkhart 
By Jeff Cronin 
Lawrence "Buster" Burkhart loved his 
tree farm, and the many people he met 
working with forestry. Buster's concern 
for the environment and the forest re-
source was well known in Appanoose 
county, as well as the rest of the state of 
Iowa. As one of southern Iowa's best and 
well known furniture and cabinet mak-
ers, Buster knew the true joys of working 
with wood. He shared this joy with 
people in the local community as well as 
with people far away with similar inter-
est in the field. 
Longtime residents of southern Iowa, 
Lawrence and Velma Burkhart lived in the 
city of Centerville since the 1940' s. Their 
home was primarily built by Buster, with 
the exception of the brickwork on the ex-
terior of the home. Fine furniture, oak 
floors, oak trim and doors adorned the 
simple one story brick home on south 
Main Street. For nearly forty years Buster 
worked in his cabinet shop making furni-
ture, cabinets, and other beautiful wood-
work for his customers in the area. As 
much as he enjoyed his woodworking, 
Buster loved the trees that provided the 
raw material for his craft. 
With his love for trees, Buster started 
a small 15 acre tree farm on the outskirts 
of town in 1982. Planting many varieties 
of pines and mixed hardwoods, the tree 
farm slowly grew into a welcome relief to 
the weary eyes of the people in town and 
nearby communities. With many hours 
invested and a gentle touch, Buster kept 
a keen eye on his small plantation, mak-
ing sure the trees were well maintained. 
He had no formal education in forestry, 
yet knew most of the basic science to keep 
the plantation healthy and vigorous. He 
also had the insight to make sure his tree 
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farm continued, so he approached the 
Appanoose County Conservation Board 
with his concern for the acreage in the fu-
ture. The board described the Gifts for 
Conservation program to Buster that as-
sured the land will remain in its natural 
state as a park or preserve. Once pre-
sented with this program Buster donated 
his tree farm to the Appanoose County 
Conservation Board with agreements that 
the board would keep the land as a quali-
fying member of the American Tree Farm 
system and Iowa's Forest Reserve pro-
gram. 
In addition to the donated tree farm, 
Buster provided his time and expertise for 
many projects of the Appanoose County 
Conservation board. Volunteer time spent 
making signs, permit holders, bluebird 
and bat boxes, and other projects have al-
lowed the board to accomplish a great 
deal while stretching their budget. Mr. 
Burkhart also established a trust fund for 
scholarships that now help college stu-
dents in the field of forestry and other re-
lated fields. The first scholarship was 
awarded in 1992 to Joe Walker, who at-
tended Simpson college in Indianola. 
Based on a genuine interest in a conser-
vation related field and financial need, 
many more students were awarded the 
Burkhart Conservation Scholarships. 
Iowa State Forestry students have been 
the main recipients of the Burkhart Con-
servation Scholarships since 1993, and 
Buster was on hand to personally award 
the students at the ISU Forestry Wild 
Game Banquet. The combination of for-
est management and forest products at 
Iowa State appealed to Mr. Burkhart's idea 
of natural resource utilization. This com-
bination of curriculum and the high stan-
dards represented by the students at ISU 
made it easy for Buster to give the schol-
arships to worthy students. 
Personal note from the author ... 
As a recipient of one of Mr. Burkhart' s 
scholarships and a resident of Appanoose 
county, I was honored to write an article 
about his contributions to ISU and to the 
forestry community. He returned much 
to the local community in southern Iowa 
and only recently became involved with 
ISU Forestry. I can only hope this helps 
everyone realize Buster's true love of the 
land and the resources gained from it. He 
was a simple man that tried to help oth-
ers realize the potential for learning and 
understanding trees. I knew him only for 
a short time but his true passions became 
obvious to anyone who took the time to 
talk with Buster. The Appanoose County 
Conservation Board continues his legacy 
by awarding the Lawrence Burkhart Me-
morial Conservation Scholarships. I am 
sure Buster would be pleased to see stu-
dents continue his ideals in the future by 
applying their knowledge with an edu-
cation in a conservation related field. 
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The optimist 
proclaims that we 
live in the best of 
all possible 
worlds; and the 
pessimist fears 
this is true. 
-James Branch Cabell 
